
Key Performance Indicators for the end of Reception 

 

 

Communication and Language Physical Development Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

By the end of Reception a child should be able 

to:  

 Communicate and speak in full sentences.  

 Listen to stories with attention and recall. 

 Identify and talk positively about 

differences.  

 Listen to others in a range of situations. 

 Understand complex sentences including 

plurals, negatives and tense markers.  

 Communicate clearly and speak in full 

sentences. 

 Understand and use conjunctives to link 

ideas.  

 Have a widening vocabulary including specific 

verbs.  

 Talk in the past, present and future tense.  

 Understand and use vocabulary related to 

environmental features.  

 Notice and describe their local environment 

and community.  

 Observe and talk about images, illustrations 

and real objects. 

By the end of Reception a child should be 

able to:  

 Develop overall body strength, co-

ordination, balance and agility  

 Confidently and safely use a range of large 

and small apparatus indoors and outside, 

alone and in a group.  

 Further develop and refine a range of ball 

skills including: throwing, catching, 

kicking, passing, batting, and aiming. 

 Develop their fine motor skills so that 

they can use a range of tools competently, 

safely and confidently. 

 Develop the foundations of a handwriting 

style which is fast, accurate and efficient. 

 Further develop the skills they need to 

manage the school day successfully e.g. 

lining up and queuing at mealtimes. 

 Independently get dressed and 

undressed, for example, putting coats on 

and using zips and buttons. 

By the end of Reception a child should be 

able to:  

 Build good relationships with peers and 

adults 

 Identify feelings 

 Moderate their own feelings 

 Think about the views of others 

 Use the toilet and wash their hands 

independently 

 Understand what keeps us healthy 

 Identify risk and know how to keep 

safe 

 Select resources and activities 

independently 

 Express their ideas and opinions 

 Be proud of their efforts and 

achievements  

 Have the confidence to try again 

 

Literacy Maths Understanding the World 

By the end of Reception a 

child should be able to:  

 Recognise and read tricky 

words. 

  Form all lower case and 

upper-case letters correctly  

 Write short sentences 

independently by saying the 

sentence out loud then writing 

the sounds they can hear in 

the words. 

  Use finger spaces (lines 

initially– sunshine writing).  

 Use a capital at the beginning 

of a sentence and a full stop at 

the end.  

 Re read what they have 

written to check it makes 

sense. 

By the end of Reception a child should be 

able to:  

 Count objects, actions and sounds 

 Subitise 

 Link the number symbol (numeral) with 

its cardinal number value 

 Count beyond ten 

 Compare numbers. 

 Understand the ‘one more than/one less 

than’ relationship between consecutive 

numbers. 

 Explore the composition of numbers to 10 

 Automatically recall number bonds for 

numbers 0–5 and some to 10. 

 Select, rotate and manipulate shapes to 

develop spatial reasoning skills 

 Compose and decompose shapes so that 

children recognise a shape can have other 

shapes within it, just as numbers can. 

 Continue, copy and create repeating 

patterns. 

 Compare length, weight and capacity. 

 2D/3D shapes 

By the end of Reception a child should be able to:  

 Talk about members of their immediate family 

and community. 

 Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

 Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 

 Compare and contrast characters from stories, including 

figures from the past. 

 Draw information from a simple map. 

 Understand that some places are special to members of 

their community. 

 Recognise that people have different beliefs 

and celebrate special times in different ways. 

 Recognise some similarities and differences between life 

in this country and life in other countries. 

 Explore the natural world around them. 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

 Recognise some environments that are different from the 

one in which they live. 

 Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural 

world around them. 

Expressive art and design 

By the end of Reception a child should be able to:  

 To be able to listen to and join in with a range of stories.  

 To read books linked to their phonological ability. 

 To be able to communicate and speak in full sentences.  

 To know a range of art, Design & technology, dance and musical techniques.  

 To be able to observe and talk about artwork, sculptures and dances.  

 To be able to use their spatial reasoning skills in different activities.  

 To be able to listen to and join in with songs, rhymes and hymns.  

 To be able to speak clearly, annunciating words correctly.  

 To be able to feel the beat in music and tap along.  

 

 To be able to match their singing pitch and follow a 

melody line.  

 To know the correct posture for singing and how to 

breathe correctly. 

 To have the physical skills to manipulate tools and 

equipment with control and to move with control.  

 To be able to communicate and speak in full sentences.  

 


