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Learning and Growing Together

26th August 2020
September 2020 opening of school
Dear Parents and Carers,
Following on from my earlier email, I am very much looking forward to us all returning as a whole
school from Wednesday 2nd September 2020.
Things will look a little different at first but we will embrace this together and I would like to begin
by sharing some important information regarding the arrangements for our September start.
In line with Government Guidance school will be open for all children. Our Year 1 - 6 children will
return to school on Wednesday 2nd September. This will be on a full-time basis. Our EYFS
children will start their phased transition into school from Wednesday 2nd September and will build
up their time in school from the following week. EYFS parents and carers will have already
received information regarding this from Mrs Gaskell (EYFS Lead) and Mrs Moran and Mrs
Buckley (Nursery Teachers) but please do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like any further
clarification.
Our priority for a full reopening of school is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

All children will be back in September into their new classes.
Children will now be in Key Stage Bubbles rather than Class Bubbles.
The Key Worker Provision Bubbles will cease to exist.
Key Stage Bubbles are as follows: EYFS (Nursery and Reception); KS1 (Y1 and Y2); LKS2
(Y3 and Y4); UKS2 (Y5 and Y6).
Our EYFS Bubble have already received information with specific details about their
arrangements so please refer directly to those sent out at the end of the summer term.
For Years 1 - 6 there will be an extended registration time each day from 8.45 am until 9.15
am and departure time from 3:00 pm until 3:15 pm where each Key Stage Bubble will be
assigned a time for arrival and departure which is expected to remain the same in order to
enable parents to make appropriate arrangements with their employers or child care
providers:
o KS1 – to use the middle gate entrance; Y1 to arrive between 8:45 am and 9:00 am
and depart at 3:00 pm; Y2 to arrive between 9:00 am and 9:15 am and depart at
3:15 pm.

o LKS2 – to use the main gate entrance; Y3 and Y4 to arrive between 8:45 am and
9:00 am and depart at 3:00 pm.
o UKS2 – to use the main gate entrance; Y5 and Y6 to arrive between 9:00 am and
9:15 am and depart at 3:15 pm.
Senior Leaders and other members of staff will be there to guide and direct you to the right places
in the first week/s.
Children in Y6 will be allowed to walk to and from school and we have been very mindful to ensure
that arrival and departure times fall within the Local Authorities provision of crossing patrols to
ensure the safety of our children and families. Children will continue to be encouraged to walk,
cycle or scoot to school in order to reduce congestion around school, as a result the bike and
scooter store will be available in addition children will be encouraged to use the sanitising facilities
available in the Rainbow Room to clean handle bars before leaving school. Unfortunately, as a
result of the need to maintain the bubble system in the school the Y6 Reception Buddies will not
commence as planned, however, this will be resumed as soon as it is safe to do so in line with
Government Guidance.
All children will be taught in their own classes with the assigned class teachers that you were
informed of in July. The children will learn in their own classrooms and will have their usual access
to outdoor provision including playtimes and lunchtimes. However, children will not be able to
choose which yard they play on in KS2. There will be a rota established so all children and staff
are aware of which Bubbles are allowed where during social times.
In line with guidance we have used the 1 meter+ principle when organising the classrooms
meaning that the children will be seated in rows facing forwards and as far as possible adults will
maintain a 2 meter distance at the front of the class.
Current Government Guidance states that staff and pupil should not wear face masks. We are
closely monitoring this advice as it may be subject to change, however as an inclusive school it is
vital that children in our setting feel safe and secure in order to learn. As a result, should any child
feel they would benefit from wearing a face mask this can be facilitated.
The current Guidance about overnight visits is that they will not be permitted to go ahead in the
Autumn term. The current Year 6 situation is that PGL are not able to offer an alternative date in
the Spring and Summer Term this academic year and are not issuing school with refunds.
However we are expecting to be in a position to refund all payment to parents as we have
transferred the booking to November 2021. Of course this situation will also be kept under close
review as we are keen to ensure that if the children are able to access the opportunity it is
important that they do so.
The current procedure for if a child in school is presenting with any COVID-19 symptoms, is they
will be escorted to the medical suite by an adult and supervised at all times. Parents will be
contacted immediately and the child and family members will be asked to present for testing.
Other children in the Key Stage Bubble should continue to attend school unless there is a positive
outcome of the test. At this stage all parents in the affected Key Stage Bubble will be contacted
and will have to keep their children at home for the advised following 10 days. It is important to
note that this advice may be subject to change, at short notice, depending on the outcome of the
reopening of schools, however we will ensure that parents are kept up to date with any changes in
this procedure.

School will continue to provide all stationary and resources required. Children will not be permitted
to share equipment unless it can be easily sanitised between uses.
Staff have been advised to ensure that there is adequate ventilation in classrooms with windows
and doors remaining open at all times where possible.
Children will be closely supervised when using the toilets and washrooms. This to manage social
distancing. All hand washing will be supervised and conducted frequently throughout the school
day. There are additional sanitation stations in all classrooms, on corridors and in the school hall.
School has also liaised with the Catering Service and children will have access to the usual
Autumn School Meals Menu which will include a choice of hot and cold dishes. Any credits for
lunches will be transferred to the new academic year. Children who bring a packed lunch will eat in
the hall with their assigned Key Stage Bubbles.
Our Breakfast and After School Club will resume in September within usual hours:
7.30 am – 8.55am; 3.15 pm – 6:00 pm (Mon – Thurs) 5:30 pm (Fri). This will be the only time
within the school day where children from different Key Stage Bubbles will be in the same area
together. However, children will be organised into their Key Stage Bubble groups when accessing
the club. EYFS Bubble will continue to access the EYFS Unit for their before and after school
provision. The hall will be sectioned into 2 and used to accommodate the KS1 Bubble and the
LKS2 Bubble. The library area will be used to accommodate the UKS2 Bubble. Mrs Day (our Out
of School Club Leader) has already sent out information regarding arrangements here, but please
don’t hesitate to get in contact with her regarding more information if required.
Just to recap a few measures:
• Please ensure that your child and household members adhere to the social distancing rules
when arriving and departing school at any time.
• Children must wear uniform each day.
• On their PE days (you will be informed of the days the first week back) your child can wear
a PE kit and trainers instead of their school uniform.
• Children will be encouraged to regularly wash their hands throughout the day.
• If your child is ill or is off school for any other reason, please follow our usual attendance
policy and ring school before 9.00 am so we are aware. Please ensure that you give a
reason so we know whether it is related to COVID19 or not.
• In order to minimise people on our premises please can only one adult bring your child to
school If you have to bring younger siblings they must remain by your side at all times.
• Our school rules will still apply. If, at any time, the children are not adhering to our safety
rules, it could result in them not being able to be in school. This, as you can understand, is
to keep all of the school community safe.
• If you wish to speak to your class teacher or a member of the Senior Leadership Team
when your child comes back to school, please do not come to the school office.
As we have become accustomed, updated Government guidance can be issued at anytime. I will
keep you updated if there are any significant changes to our plans.
We understand that some children may feel anxious about returning to school due to various
reasons, but please be reassured that all staff have been busy planning topics to support transition

and routines. The children will be having regular PHSE lessons and assemblies to support health
and wellbeing. For the time being, we won’t be able to hold any whole-school assemblies.
However, we will continue to celebrate all of the brilliant work that the children do, whether this be
in our classes, in Bubbles or virtually.
Our new school year will begin with a carefully planned Recovery Curriculum to ease the differing
transitions and emotions for all our children. This will be a balance of re-structuring, re-engaging,
reviewing and moving forward. The units planned will be engaging, exciting and comforting and we
are sure will support all our children as needed. We will share this with you as we move through
the time and ensure we carefully monitor all our children to personalise our response.
I would like to end this letter be reiterating again my thanks for all your support and patience
throughout this academic year. It’s not been easy on a number of levels, but we have got through
it together. Moving forward, we will continue to make school life as calm and settled for all our
children in order to continue to provide the best quality of education we can. Not only academic
subjects, but the emotional wellbeing and pastoral support for all the children in our care,
particularly at this time when some of our children have not been in school since February.
I can understand how anxious some children maybe, and some parents maybe, but I hope this
information letter has helped to explain the measures we are taking in order to facilitate a
welcoming return to school next week.
Warmest wishes,
Mrs Udall
Head of School

Returning to primary school:
what parents need to know

From the autumn term, all children in
England will return to school full-time.
We’re doing everything we can to ensure
your children are safe and happy at school.

Why are children going back to
school now?
School is the best place for children
to learn and for their overall
wellbeing. It gives them a routine
and helps them develop their
social skills. They also get to see
their friends and teachers. It is vital
that all children return to school
in the autumn. Attendance will be
mandatory again from the beginning
of the new term. The prevalence
of coronavirus (COVID-19) has
decreased since schools and colleges
restricted their opening to most
pupils in March.
Is it safe for my child to return
to school?
Public Health England (PHE) is clear
that the risk of catching coronavirus
(COVID-19) is low if schools apply
a system of stringent controls
to reduce the risk of spreading
the virus. This includes regular
handwashing and cleaning measures.
We are advising schools and parents
to make sure that anyone with
symptoms does not attend. The
chance of children becoming severely
ill from the virus is also very low.

Do children transmit coronavirus
(COVID-19) more than adults?
No. Children are no more likely to
transmit the virus than adults. In
fact, there is reasonable evidence
that primary school age children
have a significantly lower rate of
infection than adults, although this
is not yet conclusive.
Will my child be expected to socially
distance in primary school?
We understand that young children
find it hard to socially distance. To
reduce risk, we are currently advising
primary schools to create small
groups, or ‘bubbles’, of children,
with no mixing between bubbles.
We realise some siblings are likely
to be in different bubbles. However,
we know that it still helps to reduce
risk by keeping groups as separate as
possible in school.
What should I do if my child
or someone in my household
has symptoms?
It’s important that if your child (or
anyone in their household) has any
coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms,
they do not attend school and stay at
home. You should arrange for them

to get a test and tell your school the
test results. This will help the NHS
Test and Trace process. If you have a
positive test result, your household
should remain at home and follow
the Test and Trace self-isolation
guidance.
What happens if there is an
outbreak in my child’s school or my
local area?
If there is an outbreak at the school,
local health protection teams will
work with the school to agree what
action is needed. Usually, the school
will not need to close fully, but in
case it does need to close for some
children, it will have a contingency
plan in place so that your child’s
education can continue. If your local
area sees a spike in infection rates that
is resulting in localised community
spread, the government will decide
what actions need to be taken.
Is there different advice for children
who are clinically extremely
vulnerable?
Shielding advice for all adults and
children paused on 1 August. This
means that even the small number of
pupils who are still on the shielded
patient list and those who have
family members who are shielding
can return to their school.

Visit www.gov.uk/
backtoschool for more

information on returning
to school safely. Your child’s
school will have more
information about the changes
they have made ahead of
your child’s return in the
autumn term.

Viv Bennett,
Public Health England’s
Chief Nurse, has said:

“

Parents can be reassured that
to maximise safety in schools,
an extremely stringent system
of controls has been advised
by PHE and is published in
DfE guidance.

Evidence so far indicates that
schools do not appear to be a
primary driver of coronavirus
infections in the community.
Globally children and young
people have been found
to experience coronavirus
asymptomatically or as a
minor illness.

”

gov.uk/backtoschool
#backtoschoolsafely

gov.uk/backtoschool
#backtoschoolsafely

